1) A formally written minimum (5) page academic paper (not including bibliography and appendix) that critically engages with an aspect of mass media. The subject and/or method here is flexible, however I do encourage you speak to me before hand to discuss your topic. Topics may include a specific case study, artefact, communications theory, news story, etc., so long as it relates to the overarching theme of mass media. For this written option you must include reference to at least (1) readings from the course, as well as (4) academic, peer-reviewed sources from outside of the course. 

2) A research creation project that emphasizes creativity and methodology over traditional written production. The objective here to develop some form of critical intervention with your given topic through artistic and creative expression that still articulates an original contribution to the subject. Art, music, video, amongst many other possibilities are all possible here. Your research creation project MUST be accompanied by a (2) page minimum written explanation of your final submission which includes reference to at least (1) reading from the course in significant detail, and (2) from outside of the course. 

THINGS TO NOTE:
-double-spaced, size 12, Times New Roman, submitted in PDF format

-MUST include a cover page with name, date, course course, instructor, TA, and a title… (no ‘final essay’ won’t cut it… be creative, this WILL be taken into account)

-PAY ATTENTION TO FORMATTING! (Spacing between paragraphs I am talking about you…) paragraphs should be spaced like this: 

ESSAY… 

ESSAY…

NOT like this:

ESSAY…




ESSAY…

(^^^ NO. BAD! This is valuable space you can use towards your page count!)

-works cited on a separate page

[bookmark: _GoBack]-your citations MUST include page numbers, these WILL be checked, especially for course-based material… when in doubt, cite it out! Remember, even if its not in quotations, a reference still needs a formal citation! 

-If you are still uncertain about what an academic, peer-reviewed source is, please ask! Because we are not asking for many this aspect of your essay will be HEAVILY weighted 

-in terms of constructing your paper, BE SPECIFIC! 5 pages is not a lot of room, so focus your research, and if need be, include a section that acknowledges limitations of your argument

Example(s): 
1) “This essay examines the impact social media has on mental health” (NO)

2) “This essay examines the impact Instagram has on mental health” (NO… but getting closer)

3) “This essay examines the potentially harmful influence of Instagram’s explore feed on its user’s mental health and body-image/ sense of self-worth (SO CLOSE!)

4) “Through a textual analysis of images presented in Instagram’s explore feed, this essay will examine the potentially harmful influence that the application has on young-female users aged 13-19 in Canada and the U.S. Using targeted advertisements from the digital marketing brand ‘Quinn’s Super Awesome Clothing and Stuff” as a case study… 

-be sure to have a clearly outlined argument/ thesis statement… remember, a good essay involves a stance that someone can disagree with… it is your job to make sure that by the end of reading the paper that they don’t want to! Use evidence, write clearly, debate the opposite opinion, what ever it takes!

-embedding pictures/ graphs in your essay WILL not contribute to the page count, put them in an appendix! No fast ones. 
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